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Ric Wolford

• Started in Photography as a delivery boy for 
One-Hour Film Service in Wichita at age 
17.

• Processed and printed color and black & 
white film since age 17.

• Became Custom Black & White Printer at 
age 19 for a commercial lab.

• Became Photographer’s Assistant at age 20.



Ric Wolford

• Became Lab and Studio Manager at 
Edwards Typographic Services at age 22.

• At 25 started Douglas Black & White, 
specializing in Black & White film 
processing and printing, as well as 
commercial photography in a 1200 sq. ft. 
space.



Ric Wolford

• During the following 29 years Douglas 
Black and White has adapted to the ever-
changing photographic industry, including 
the name change to reflect more modern 
needs in the industry.

• Douglas Photographic Imaging is now in a 
23,000 sq. ft. facility and is the largest 
commercial and retail photo lab in Wichita.



Douglas Photographic Imaging

• Regularly produces archival prints, 
negatives, transparencies and digital images 
for organizations including:

• Smithsonian
• Eisenhower Museum
• Sotheby's Auctions
• And many other museums across America



This recent 
cartoon from 
The Other Coast 
describes what 
we’re concerned 
with today.



Taking • Saving • Preserving

• Today we’ll discuss methods of using both 
Analog and Digital techniques for Taking, 
Saving and Preserving your important 
images.

• We’ll discuss ways to marry Analog and 
Digital procedures to maximize the safety 
and security of these images.



Taking

• Traditionally “Taking” a photograph has 
been a method of capturing a moment of 
time on film.

• Time has it’s way with these photographs, 
just as it does with those historic items 
we’ve photographed.

• This leads us to the need to “copy” these 
photographs for further preservation.



Saving

• Printing those photos has traditionally been done 
on various materials each offering a different & 
variable lifespan. 

• Storage and presentation of these photos can 
compromise the lifespan of the films or prints.

• Technological advancements offer us new 
methods of saving these images from further 
deterioration.



Preserving

• Long-term storage may introduce challenges to the 
Historian.

• It’s critical that Historians take advantage of 
modern-day methods as well as tried and true 
procedures for the protection of these images.

• Archival processing and printing of photographs 
requires highly specialized talent, materials and 
equipment.



Taking Photographs

• Today our options for creating photographs has 
been expanded exponentially by the advances in 
digital photography.

• In film we have many options designed to 
accommodate photography in various lighting 
situations.  

• Digital photography enhances this by giving us the 
ability to change White Balance and ISO settings 
instantly.



Kodak M-1
Copying
and
Duplicating
Book



Collection of Photographs to Copy



Lets Get Down
to 

The Basics of Copying



Types of Lighting



Copy Camera Stand
with
Tungsten
Lights



Copy Camera Stand
with 
Electronic
Flash



Copy Camera Stand
with 
4x5 Camera



Kodak Gray Scale



Example of 
copying
using
Polarized Light



Polarizing Filter 



Copied without Polarization



Copied with Partial Polarization



Copied with Full Polarization



Copied with Gray Scales



Copied Using a Red Filter



Copied Using a Blue Filter



Using Different Types of Film



Adding Contrast to a Print



Shooting Copies of Reflective Images



Saving and Preserving the 
Copied Images

Various output methods are available for 
both Digital and Analog copies.  The most 
widely accepted method of printing 
Archival black & white (sepia) images is on 
Fiber-based papers.



Saving and Preserving the 
Copied Images

Printing from Digital is commonly done on 
emulsion-coated photo papers or inkjet 
medias.  It’s not uncommon for modern wet-
processed color print papers to be rated for 
150 years of life.

Recent innovations in inkjet prints are 
extending the life of these prints to match 
those of wet-processed print papers.



Saving and Preserving the 
Copied Images

All of your negatives and digital images 
from your copying efforts need to be safely 
stored to prevent degradation.

A variety of archival storage materials are 
available today and are continually being 
improved on.  This includes archival quality 
CDs for storage of your digital images.



The books and illustrations used in this presentation are the 
copyright property of the authors and used here for educational 
purposes.  

We highly recommend the publications mentioned herein.
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